
  Age    9-12
     Duration    60 minutes
  Group size    12-30
      Type of activity    Imagination and guessing

Overview 
Participants make a puzzle and learn about structural discrimination on the basis of sexuality through thinking about  
the situation of different families.

Objectives
 To raise awareness of structural discrimination based on sexuality
 To better understand the impact of structural discrimination on families

Materials
 Copies of the family descriptions (appendix I). Copy or write each on a piece of different coloured   
 paper,corresponding to the colour of the puzzle pieces.
 A copy of the rainbow puzzle (appendix III) cut out. If you cannot copy in colour, 
 copy and colour the back of the pieces in rainbow colours with pens/pencils 

Step-by-step instructions
   1.   Divide people into six groups and give each group a family description and puzzle pieces in the same colour  
      (they should not share this with others yet). 
   2.   Ask the groups to imagine the lives of their families:  
    Which country do they live in? 
    What kind of house do they live in?  
    What do they like to do? 
   3.   Explain that all groups will build a rainbow puzzle together. Read out the statements one-by-one 
      (appendix II). The groups should think whether they can answer each statement with yes or no for their  
 family. If they can answer it with yes, they can add one of their puzzle pieces to the common puzzle (put 
 together the common puzzle in the middle of their circle so that all small groups can see it). 
   4.   After reading out each statement, take a look at the puzzle together and see which pieces are missing. 
   5.   Ask the children to try to guess what kind of families the other groups are part of. Then reveal the 
 descriptions. 
 

Debriefing
 Did you feel comfortable in your group? Why (not)? 
  How did it feel to not be able to contribute to the puzzle all the time?
  How did it feel for the others to see that some cannot contribute?
   Do you know real situations like the ones described? Do you think they are realistic?
   Have you ever noticed in real life that ‘puzzle pieces’ are missing? 
   Do you know any families that are discriminated against because of who is in their family? 
      What kind of difficulties do they face?
   What needs to change so that all pieces can fit into the puzzle? 
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Appendix I: Family descriptions

Red
John (35 years old) and Lucy (30 years old) are married and live in the suburbs of the city. They have two children – 
Max (5 years old) and Tom (7 years old) and a cat Felix. John works as an engineer, Lucy is a teacher.  

Orange
Bastian is 15 and lives with his grandmother in a big city. He goes to school and is in love with his school mate 
Anna. 

Yellow
Martin is a divorced single father who has a 7-year-old daughter, Nancy. He works as a kindergarten teacher.

Green
Benjamin is 25 and lives together with his partner Mark (27) in a small city where they both work. With them lives 
Sarah (3), their adopted daughter. 

Blue
Anja is 45 and has two children (Olivia, 12 and Thomas, 14) with her partner Eva, who is 43. They live in the capital 
of the country.

Purple
Simon (32) lives with Jessica (28) but they are not married.  Jessica has a daughter from a previous relationship 
(Sophia, 5) and they have a common son, (Ricardo, 3).  Simon stays at home with the children, Jessica works as a 
lawyer.

Appendix II : Statements

1. We can celebrate the birthdays of members of my family publicly and show affection for members of the 
 family without any problems.

2. When watching a movie or reading a popular magazine, we can easily see families that are similar to ours.

3. If one of the parents/carers in our family gets ill, the other has full legal rights to take care of the children.

4. Our family is respected and recognised in our neighbourhood and is often invited to community events.

5. In our family the adults take good care of the children. 

6. In a situation of violence against our family we could fully trust the police to ensure our security and safety.

7. Any of the parents or guardians in our family can visit the school or kindergarten and talk to teachers about  
 the children.

8. If a family member gets sick, either of the parents or guardians can visit the hospital and get information  
 about the health situation of their partner or children.

9. Our extended family (grandparents, uncles/aunts, cousins...) accept and support our family.

10. Our family can go on holidays together. 
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Appendix III: Puzzle
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